Philippines-Spain Development Cooperation
People, Prosperity, Our Planet and Peace
Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience
In the last decade, millions of people worldwide have been affected by all types of disasters, which have cost not only millions of
economic losses but also human lives. In this regard, the V Master Plan of Spanish Cooperation incorporates in its strategy
focused on the fight against poverty, a resilience building approach. As reflected in the 2030 Agenda and in line with the Sendai
Framework, this approach aims to address global threats that require focus on reducing the vulnerability of individuals and
communities.

Context

Strategic Approach

Typhoons are one of the most prevalent environmental
threats in the Philippines, with high physical and human
costs. The Philippines is also situated along the Pacific Fire
Ring, with two tectonic plates leading to frequent
earthquakes and tremors with risks of tsunami. In
addition, there are 22 active volcanoes in the country,
thereby causing frequent volcanic eruptions as well. After
the devastating effect of super typhoon Haiyan in
November 2013, awareness among households and
communities on disaster risks has increased.

The Development Cooperation Guideline between Spain and
the Philippines is based on interventions targeting those most
vulnerable to poverty, particularly exposed to social and
political conflict and natural disasters. With regard to the
environment and climate change adaptation, it will continue to
support local governance with a participatory approach for
risk management and adaptation, promoting vertical and
horizontal scalability. Mainstreaming and climate change rights
approach will also be a priority.

Despite constant efforts from the government, the
changing pattern of typhoons, tropical storms and
drought, presumably due to climate change, mixed with
the rapid growth of the population in the most affected
areas, increases the vulnerability of the communities.
Filipinos seem more concerned about this now. However,
the need to strengthen LGUs in the effective
implementation of Disaster Risk Reduction Management,
and Climate Change Adaptation, and concrete actions
towards building resilience at the local level, still remains.

Building resilience to natural disasters is a priority for ensuring
sustainable development, and should be implemented as a
cross-cutting policy in all areas and at all levels, specifically at
local level. As a rapidly developing country, the Philippines is
not only suffering the consequences of climate change, but also
contributes to it. Urban centers play a key role in designing
sustainable development models. The resilience of cities is a
matter of priority with regard to climate change policies in the
Philippines.

The Spanish Cooperation has been supporting Disaster
Risk Reduction (DRR) activities in the Philippines through
various mechanisms since the mid-1990s, at both national
and regional and local levels: contributing, on the one
hand, to the improvement of management, prevention and
response mechanisms to natural disasters and, on the
other hand, to the empowerment of the most vulnerable
communities for the implementation of Disaster Risk
Reduction plans. Experiences and alliances with some
strategic public institutions at local levels, as in Albay, have
contributed to the development of a prevention model
for disasters, which is used as a reference and is being
adapted to a larger scale.
.
Thus, the new 2020-2023 Country Partnership Framework
places its full emphasis on SDG target 1.5, one of its priorities
being to contribute to improving the capacities of local
governments to comprehensively improve the resilience of the
most vulnerable population to disasters in their broadest sense
(social, economic or environmental, including climate change).
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Main Actions
Based on the policies of the Philippine Government, the National Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction 2011-2028
(NDDRMP) and the Plan for Disaster Preparedness 2015-2028, the Spanish Cooperation currently supports
two key institutions: the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG), responsible for the disaster
preparedness phase, and the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), responsible for the
post-disaster response phase.
In this regard, on-going interventions in Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience are guided by the following
priority lines:
• Local governments have and implement effective development plans, specifically peace and order plans,
disaster risk management and adaptation to climate change, by integrating the resilience of vulnerable
groups.
• Increased and improved socio-economic infrastructure resilient to man-made and natural disasters,
within the framework of local development plans.
• Mainstreaming of disaster risk management in the education system.
• Increased population awareness and participation in resilient development planning, gender plans and
development and disaster risk management, including early warning systems, hydrological plans,
resilient infrastructure, evacuation centers and environmental measures, such as reforestation.
Implementing
partner
Department of Social
Welfare and
Development (DSWD)
Department of Interior
and Local Governement
(DILG-LGA)
Fundación CODESPA +
Action Against Hunger
–AAH-Spanish Red Cross
Caritas Spain

FRS

UNICEF

Verde Zamboanga

Title of intervention
Strengthening capacities for 1000" in
community development and DRR

Total Grant
Amount
400.000 €

Localization
Bicol, Caraga, Zamboanga

Strengthening national and local capacities
for Disaster Risk Reduction,

750.000 €

Davao Oriental, Zambales, Samar

Promoting resilience in the face of
disasters and adaptation to climate change
to the most vulnerable.
Strengthening resilience and gender
equality of indigenous communities

2.000.000 €

450.000 €

Bukidnon (Mindanao)

Increasing resiliency of vulnerable
population and their livehoods towards
climate change in Mindanao
Enhancing disaster response capacities of
local governments and communities of
vulnerable areas.
Increasing Resilience of WASH in highly
vulnerable areas in Mindanao with
governance approach
Climate Resiliency among Vulnerable
Communities in Zamboanga City and
Basilan

233.078 €

Agusan del Sur, Misamis Oriental
and Bukidnon

441.950 €

Bicol region

500.000 €

Zamboanga del Norte,
Maguindanao

100.000 €

Zamboanga City and Basilan

Agusan and Surigao del Sur,
Compostela Valley

